
SNAPSHOTS 

 “There’s Nothing Interesting to Shoot” That is a common phrase from beginning 
and experienced photographers. Sometimes people even want to leave taking 
photos and go home because they saw nothing that inspired them.   
 
Sooner or later we all run out of things to photograph. Or we think we have. In reality, 
there are countless things right in front of you worth photographing. It’s easy to get 
stuck in a rut photographing the same thing over and over, eventually leaving your 
camera in the bag for weeks at a time. 
 
To help you figure out what to photograph when your mind is blank, below is a list of 
ideas. You can even combine items on this list to create hundreds of combinations of 
things to photograph.  Keep reading for some ideas to spice up your creativity.  
 
Try a new technique: When you’re traveling, or away from home, it ’s easier to 
find interesting subjects because everything is new. So if you ’re bored with 
your surroundings and can’t go anywhere, try a new technique you ’ve never 
done before. When you’re traveling is not the time to experiment, do that now 
in your free time.  Some examples:  
 

 
Get really close – do some macro photography:  Closeup or macro photog-
raphy requires you to look at objects differently. Look for textures, cobwebs, 
patterns. Find an ordinary household item and really take a good look at it. A 
wooden spoon, a copper penny, an old shoe, even a doorknob can become an 
interesting subject when you approach it from the macro perspective.  

• Shoot or process in black and white 
• Try some HDR photography 
• Do some panning to add motion to 

your images 
• Set up a silhouette portrait 
• Night photography or light painting 

• Silhouettes 
• Close up, macro 
• Shadows 
• Reflections 
• Textures 
• Angles 
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Photography Educational Series—”I Don’t Know What to Photograph!” 

Lebanon Camera Club 
News 

No May Meeting  - Everyone Stay Safe and Healthy! 

Online Digital Competition—Airplanes— 

submit photos per usual procedure 

2020 Assigned Sub-

jects: 

May - Airplanes 

Jun - Food 

Sep - Cars 

Oct - Doors 

Nov - Pathways  

https://www.digitalphotomentor.com/a-collection-of-black-and-white-photos-to-wow-you/
https://www.digitalphotomentor.com/interview-keith-cuddeback-perfect-hdr-workflow/
https://www.digitalphotomentor.com/panning-photography-tips-add-a-sense-of-motion/
https://www.digitalphotomentor.com/silhouette-photography-3-keys-to-good-photos/
https://www.digitalphotomentor.com/three-special-effects-for-night-photography/


 

“It takes a lot of 

imagination to be a 

good photographer. 

You need less 

imagination to be a 

painter because 

you can invent 

things. But in 

photography 

everything is so 

ordinary; it takes a 

lot of looking 

before you learn to 

see the 

extraordinary.” – 

David Bailey  
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Look for the Light (and the shadows):  You’ve probably heard this before but in 
photography light is everything. However – you also need shadows too. The 
play between light and dark is what creates texture, mood, and depth. Go out 
shooting one day just looking at how the light falls on everything. Look for in-
teresting shadows and photograph them.  
 
Pick an unusual subject and photograph only that for a day: If you’re having a 
hard time finding anything interesting in your area pick something so obscure 
you have to go looking for it. 
 

 
 
If you choose to photograph flowers, don’t just go for the typical flower shot. Focus on 
the petals, leaves, stems, and even dig down to the roots. Light is essential to plant life. 
Photograph them in harsh noon light, golden hour, and play with backlight to make sil-
houettes. Crack open seeds and nuts to explore their inner world. Don’t forget to pho-
tograph them after it rains. 
 
There is no need to limit nature photography to daylight hours. When the moon is 
bright it is a wonderful light source. This is especially true when the landscape is cov-
ered in snow because it reflects the light. Even “the ground” is a worthy subject. If 
you’re more of a people photographer than a nature photographer, consider bringing 
people along with you to have in the photos.  
 
Click here for a 365 Photo Idea Calendar:  https://expertphotography.com/365-photo-
challenge-calendar/ 

Click here for a video on how adding specific elements to your photos will give you in-
spiration: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1721800594547987  

Nature 
There is a whole world waiting to be explored by you and your camera. And it’s not 
just what your eyes can see but what is hidden underneath and behind or inside. 
You walk right over the surface of the earth every day, but everything you see has 
it’s own surface to be explored. Pull out your macro lens and inspect the surfaces of 
the natural world. 

Flowers 
Trees, branch-

es, bark 
Vines 
Leaves 
Fruits and 

vegetables 
Driftwood 
Tall grass 

Fields 
Orchard (in 

bloom or full 
of fruit) 

Pumpkin patch 
Sunflower field 
Pathways 
Trails 
Dirt roads 

Water (sprinkler, hose) 
Rain 
Creek, pond, lake, ocean 
Waves 
Ice 
Snow 
Steam 

Rocks 
Sand 
Gravel 
Soil 
Winter 
Spring 
Summer 
Fall 

Sunrise 
Midday 
Sunset 
Night 
Moonlight 
Cloudy day 
Stormy day 
  

Cont’d 

Creativity cont’d. 

https://digital-photography-school.com/beginners-guide-abstract-flower-photography/
https://expertphotography.com/365-photo-challenge-calendar/
https://expertphotography.com/365-photo-challenge-calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1721800594547987
https://digital-photography-school.com/choose-perfect-macro-lens/


Octo-
ber 7,  

 

 
Photography contests: Contests are a great way of generating ideas of things to photo-

graph. Let somebody else think of the subject matter and then take up the challenge to 

photograph it in the most interesting way possible. Search for contests in: 
• Your city website 
• Local paper 
• Photography magazine 
• Online 
• DPS challenges 
 

Look around your home town or city and pay attention to icons that you normally just 
pass by. Or flip through tourist pamphlets and then photograph icons in new ways. 

Choose something you always look at but never see. 
 

Sources: https://www.digitalphotomentor.com/5-photography-ideas-for-when-theres-
nothing-interesting-to-shoot/ and https://digital-photography-school.com/100-things-to-
photograph-when-youre-out-of-ideas/ 

People 
There are many ways to photograph people. Yes, they could be posing. But you can 
also capture candid moments. Don’t pressure yourself to try something as big as 
portrait, street, or wedding photography. Just find somebody you can take pictures 
of. You don’t have to know what you’re doing, just do it and something interesting 
will emerge. 

Family 
Newborn 
Toddler 
Child 
Teen 
Siblings 
Twins, triplets 
A whole family 
3+ generations 
  

Kids 
Playing with bubbles 
At a playground 
Riding bikes 
Playing sports 
Swimming 
Balancing 
  

People with or doing: 
An interesting job 
Hobby 
Music 
Farm 
Sports 
Artist 
Chef 
Tools 
Business 
  

Animals 

Pets 
Friend’s animals 
A farm 
A vet 
A shelter 
Pet store (offer 
them social media 
photos) 
Zoo 
Aquarium 
Bugs 
Birds 
Fish, water crea-
tures 

  

Events 

Sports 
Public event/festival 
Street photography 
Parade 
Contact a media net-
work to see what 
photos they need 
Local charity event 
Animal shelter 
Farmer’s Market 
Fishers/Boaters/
Marina 
Air show 
Car show 
Dance 
Concert 

Architecture 

Old buildings 
Ruins 
Modern buildings 
Glass buildings Interiors 
Exteriors 
Barns 

Meaningful Ob-
jects 

Products for a small 
business 
Crafts for friends Etsy 
store 
Family heirlooms 
Museum artifacts 
Junkyard (rusty, textured 
items) 
Food 

  

Creativity cont’d. 

“The whole point 
of taking 
pictures,” he 
says, “is so that 
you don’t have 
to explain things 
with words.” – 
Elliott Erwitt  
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https://digital-photography-school.com/?s=weekly+photography+challenge
https://www.digitalphotomentor.com/5-photography-ideas-for-when-theres-nothing-interesting-to-shoot
https://www.digitalphotomentor.com/5-photography-ideas-for-when-theres-nothing-interesting-to-shoot
https://digital-photography-school.com/100-things-to-photograph-when-youre-out-of-ideas/
https://digital-photography-school.com/100-things-to-photograph-when-youre-out-of-ideas/
https://digital-photography-school.com/4-tips-helping-people-feel-comfortable-during-their-portrait-session/
https://resources.digital-photography-school.com/download/67-portrait-poses-printable-book/


 

Photo Opportunities—not sure if these events are cancelled 

Photo Contests 
Various Photo Contests (Many Different Topics) 

• https://eww.photocontestinsider.com/ 

• http://www.voubs.com 

• Www.viewbug.com/photo-contests 

• Www.photocrowd.com/photo-competition 

• https://www.outdoorphotographer.com/photo-contests/ 

• http://www.photocrowd.com 

• www.life-framer.com/  

• https://www.fanartreview.com 

 

Landscape and Nature Forum Photography Challenge—monthly 

theme and critique: https://www.facebook.com/groups/

creativeraw/?

utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=

March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%

20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest  

• Rennen Photography 

2020 Contest 

https://

photocontest-

guru.com 

• Great American Pho-

to Contest Monthly 

Baby Photo 

www.greatamericanph

otocontest.com 
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May 1—July 5 
Chinese Lantern Festival, Philadel-
phia 
https://www.visitphilly.com/things-to-
do/events/philadelphia-chinese-lantern-
festival-at-franklin-square/  
 
May 2 
Go Fly a Kite Day 
Berks County Youth Recreation 
Facility 
http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/
Parks/Pages/KiteDay.aspx 
 
 

May 7-10 
Longwood Gardens 
Mother’s Day Weekend 
https://longwoodgardens.org/events-
performances 
 
May 9 
Velofest in Trexlertown 
https://thevelodrome.com/about-
velofest/  
 
 
 
 

May 9-10 
Hershey Gardens 
Mother’s Day Weekend 
9am-5pm 
https://www.hersheygardens.org/ 
 
May 16 
Wonders of Wildflowers 
Hawk Mountain – Visitors Center 
http://www.hawkmountain.org/ 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://photocontestguru.com
https://photocontestguru.com
https://photocontestguru.com
https://www.visitphilly.com/things-to-do/events/philadelphia-chinese-lantern-festival-at-franklin-square/
https://www.visitphilly.com/things-to-do/events/philadelphia-chinese-lantern-festival-at-franklin-square/
https://www.visitphilly.com/things-to-do/events/philadelphia-chinese-lantern-festival-at-franklin-square/
http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/Parks/Pages/KiteDay.aspx
http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/Parks/Pages/KiteDay.aspx
https://longwoodgardens.org/events-performances
https://longwoodgardens.org/events-performances
https://thevelodrome.com/about-velofest/
https://thevelodrome.com/about-velofest/
https://www.hersheygardens.org/
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How to Search for Sensor Spots on Images in Lightroom:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=XDZaitafBd8&feature=youtu.be  

Grid View Secrets in Lightroom:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sVoc0v2w8U&feature=youtu.be  

Keyboard shortcuts in Lightroom:  https://helpx.adobe.com/lightroom-classic/help/keyboard-shortcuts.html  

Keywords in Lightroom:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YWGRFXYsW-Q&feature=youtu.be  

PostProcessing Steps—Compare Before and After:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=DLo0tzJvDIw&feature=youtu.be  

File Organization Tips in Lightroom: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lLSLeOX1skQ&feature=youtu.be  

Add a copyright to Lightroom: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auqe4kl81vg&feature=youtu.be  

Personalize and Customize Lightroom: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=naJtx1QxmFk&feature=youtu.be  

Change Eye Color: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SsVsrjR3F_s&feature=youtu.be  

Add a Watermark: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVzFK9WFvTY&feature=youtu.be  

Photo Editing Feature of the Month-Photo Editing Tips 

 

Click here for a video on photography magazines: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=0_4Rg5U9ZiU&feature=youtu.be  

Click here for a list of photography magazines: https://expertphotography.com/best-photography-magazines/  

Product of the Month-Photography Magazines 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDZaitafBd8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDZaitafBd8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sVoc0v2w8U&feature=youtu.be
https://helpx.adobe.com/lightroom-classic/help/keyboard-shortcuts.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YWGRFXYsW-Q&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLo0tzJvDIw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLo0tzJvDIw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lLSLeOX1skQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auqe4kl81vg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=naJtx1QxmFk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SsVsrjR3F_s&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVzFK9WFvTY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0_4Rg5U9ZiU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0_4Rg5U9ZiU&feature=youtu.be
https://expertphotography.com/best-photography-magazines/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshops and Tours 
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Apogee Photo Magazine 
For more information log on to 
http://www.apogeephoto.com/
photography_workshops.shtml 
 
Wildlife and Nature Travel  
www.wildlifeandnaturetravel.com  
 
Art Wolfe Photography Workshops  
www.artwolfeworkshops.com  
 
Don Smith Photography 
www.donsmithphotography.com 
 
Brenda Tharp 
www.brendatharp.com/ 
 
M&M Photo Tours  
http://www.mmphototours.com/ 
 
Arizona Highway Photo Workshops  
http://www.friendsofazhighways.com/ 
 
John Shaw 2-Day Nature & Digital Photography 
Seminar  
http://www.photosafaris.com/ 
 
Jack Graham Photography 
http://jackgrahamphoto.com/ 
 
Rocky Mountain Reflections 
www.rockymtnrefl.com/photographyworkshops.html 
 
Slonina Photography—Explore Wild America 
http://www.sphotography.com 

Darwin Wiggett Tours & Workshops 
http://oopoomoo.com/workshopsandtours/ 
 

Outdoor Photo Workshops 
http://www.outdoorphotoworkshops.com 
 
Photo Workshop Adventures 
www.photoworkshopadventures.com 
 
Michael Francis Photo Shoots 
www.michaelfrancisphoto.com 
 
Osprey Photo Workshops & Tours 
www.ospreyphoto.com 
 
Tom Dwyer Tours & Workshops 
www.tomdwyerphoto.com 
 
Horizon Photography Workshops 
www.horizonworkshops.com 

Below is a link of online pdf files from 

past monthly meeting presentations: 

 

http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/

program/LebanonCameraClub/  

http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/program/LebanonCameraClub/
http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/program/LebanonCameraClub/
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 2020 Officers  

President: Paul Hess 

rvdoc@comcast.net 

Vice President:: Ed Gundrum, 

ejgun@evenlink.com 

Secretary: Tammy Wolfe, 

lebanoncamera@gmail.com 

Treasurrer: Joni Bonus O’Ship 

mjoship@comcast.net  

Program: Keith Kotay 

keith@kotay.net 

Newsletter: Connie Fullenlove 

connief922@gmail.com 

Competition: Melodie Bechtel,  

melodiebee@gmail.com 

Community Affairs: Bill Sypher,   

sypher1@comcast.net 

 

 

Road will become Sandhill Road. 

Keep on Sandhill road until it 

branches to the left into Grace 

Avenue. Church is on the left 3/10 

of a mile from the split before you 

pass Youth for Christ and Fisher 

Bus.. 

The club is a member of the Pho-

tographic Society of American 

(PSA). 

Cancellation or last minute chang-

es of events will normally be sent 

to members via email and broad-

cast on radio station WLBR, AM 

1270. 

Only members may enter competi-

tions. Dues are $25 per year and 

include the newsletter and monthly 

meeting minutes. 

Digital Competition entries are due 

at least one day prior to the sched-

uled competition.  

Everyone is invited to attend 

our regular monthly meetings. 

Unless otherwise noted we 

meet the first Tuesday at 

6:30PM in St. Stephen’s 

Christian Fellowship Church, 

1100 Hunter Chase Lane, 

Lebanon PA. 

Directions: From Rt 72 N of 

Lebanon where N 12th St 

becomes Jonestown Road at 

the McDonalds, follow 

Jonestown Road north past 

the Turkey Hill. Jonestown 

Competition Committee will keep 

winning Print entries for the end of 

year competition unless the mem-

ber requests return of entries be-

fore then. In that case, the mem-

ber would be responsible for re-

submitting them for the end of year 

competition.  

Products and services of interest 

to photographers are presented as 

a service without review or en-

dorsement. 

Trademarks are the property of the 

respective companies. Graphics 

copyright © 2001-2004 Microsoft 

Corporation, the club, or as 

marked. 

Dates and times of events may 

change. Please check local list-

ings. 
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Meetings are the 

first Tuesday of 

each month! 

If you would like to do a program on anything 

digital related or know someone who would, 

please let us know. 

Or 

If you have something of interest for our mem-

bers, please email them to the Newsletter  

Editor, Connie at lebanoncamera@gmail.com. 

mailto:mjoship@comcast.net

