
SNAPSHOTS 

When you take out the camera to photograph, you almost always have certain expecta-
tions from the photo. You want the photo to capture how you saw or imagined some-
thing. More often than not, the photo doesn’t meet your expectations. It’s either blurry 
or too bright; the colors look unusual or the composition is unappealing.  Many a times, 
the photo fails to evoke emotion that the actual scene originally did. Sometimes the op-
posite happens, although rarely, when a photo exceeds your expectations. Luck plays a 
role, of course, as we cannot control every aspect of a photograph all the time. But in-
stead of leaving everything to luck, you can improve your chances of capturing a ‘good’ 
photograph by knowing why your photos don’t turn out the way you want them to. Let’s 
look at some of the reasons. 
 
1.You Don’t Pay Attention to the Composition: Loosely composed photographs lack the 
ability to hold a viewer’s attention. Too much clutter and uninteresting framing contrib-
utes to an image that lacks punch. Before shooting, think about how you want to frame 
a shot and ask yourself what should and should not be included within the frame. Also 
check the edges and the corners for unsuspecting objects that may spoil your shot. Get 
to know the rules of composition (and when to break them) and your photographs will 
reap the rewards. 
 
2. You Don’t Know the Basics of Exposure: The exposure Triangle – the triad of Shutter 
Speed, Aperture and ISO, lets you control how a photograph is created. Shooting in 
Auto mode doesn’t allow you any control over these settings, which is why you should 
switch to Manual mode. Understanding these settings opens up a whole world of photo-
graphic opportunities (light painting, photographing light trails, seascapes, Milky Way, 
and much more). 
 
3. You Don’t Experiment With the Perspective: Photographing the same scene from 
a different perspective can completely change the mood and impact of a shot. Take a 
landscape shot, for example. The same scene can be shot from close to the ground for 
a totally different mood than shooting it from just a bit higher. Altering perspective 
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means changing the height and the angle of 
your camera for a substantially different compo-
sition than before. 
 
4. You Don’t Understand How Lighting Affects a 
Photograph: Good lighting can make a huge 
difference to a photograph. Photographers pre-
fer early morning sunlight or late afternoon sun-
light for a reason. It not only provides a soft and 
warm light, but also eliminates harsh shadows 
caused by midday sun. It works great not just for landscapes but also for portraits. But 
that’s not the only kind of light you can utilize in photography. There’s artificial lighting 
too and accompanied with light modifiers, you can pull off some great lighting effects. 
And don’t forget that pop-up flash that always accompanies you as it can come quite 
handy as a fill-light or a standalone light in desperate situations. 

5. You Don’t Post-Process Your Photos: The first step in creating great photos is to get the 
shot right in-camera. The next step, even though optional but highly recommended, is to 
post-process your photos to your liking. No amount of post-processing can save a truly 
bad shot but it can definitely take a good shot to the level of amazing. How much post-
processing should go into a shot is subjective and the options available to you can really 
be endless in the kind of look an image can 
take.  
 
6. You Haven’t Taken Up a Photography Pro-
ject: A photography project is a great way to 
improve your photography and keep you mo-
tivated to look for something new through 
your camera every time you photograph. A 
365-Project, for example, where you photo-
graph every day for a year, can result in a 
collection of 365 images that showcase your 
unique photography style. A photography pro-
ject can also make you get past photogra-
pher’s block and get your creative juices flowing again. Similar to 365-Project is a 52-
Week-Project where you photograph every week for a year to come up with a collection 
of 52 photos. Other ideas include: photographing 100 strangers, theme-based ideas like 
colors, shapes, shadows, nature, and so on.  
 
7. You Don’t Have a Well-Defined Subject in Your Photo: Every photograph needs to 
show something that can keep a viewer interested in the photograph. It’s called the sub-
ject of the photo. Photographs with a well-defined subject allow the viewer to appreciate 
the photograph better without making him or her try to figure out what the photograph is 
about. Before you release the shutter, ask yourself 
what is the subject of the photograph that you’re 
capturing. Street photography, for instance, pre-
sents you with a wide variety of subjects that you 
need to choose and frame inside your viewfinder 
before capturing, sometimes all within a matter of 
seconds, before the opportunity vanishes. 

 
8. You Are Not Studying Other Photographers' 
Works: The works of notable photographers can 
inspire you a lot. From composition techniques to 
post processing ideas, there’s a great deal to learn. Your favorite photogra-
pher’s photography style can inspire you to create your own unique style. You Cont’d 
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can study a photograph in its lighting, composition, focal length and depth of field, setup, 
timing, post-processing, and the thought process that 
went into creating the image. Emulating their work 
can also help you learn these aspects better while at 
the same time improving and adding to your skills as 
a photographer. 
 
9. You Are Totally Ignoring the Background: This one 
goes hand in hand with #1. It is important to pay at-
tention to the background of the image. A cluttered 
background takes attention away from the main sub-
ject while a suitable or a well-thought out background 
can add to the composition and complements the 
subject.  
 
10. You Don’t Know Your Camera Well Enough: Having a good understanding of your 
camera’s features and what it is capable of doing can allow you to really master photog-
raphy. More often than not, people stick to the Auto mode and never try to learn the Manu-
al modes (M, Av or Tv modes) which can give them a better control over the photography 
process. Knowing the capabilities of your camera allows you to be more creative with your 
photography and produce images that you wouldn’t have created otherwise. Some exam-
ples include: learning to use flash creatively, shooting in raw, understanding White Bal-
ance, using aperture to control depth of field, using shutter speed for creative effects, and 
much more. 

11. You Don’t Visualize What You’re Going to Shoot: Imagine a painter who starts from a 
blank canvas and comes up with a painting that brings to life what they visualized in 
their mind. Photography shouldn’t be much different, especially when you can control what 
the final image should look like. Previsualization enables you to create the image in your 
mind’s eye before you actually photograph it. When you look at a great scene, you should 
compose the photo in your mind, taking into account what focal length would work great, 
what perspective would look better, and any other compositional tools that you can think 
of. 
12. Your Photograph Doesn’t Convey a Story or Message: “A picture is worth a thousand 
words”, says a popular adage. And it certainly is true. You often come across photographs 
where you can’t help but keep looking at them because they tell you a story. The most 
iconic images of the past all encapsulate a message that the viewer instantly connects to 
upon looking at the photograph. While the adage, in a way, applies to all kinds of photo-
graphs, it is so much more applicable to photos that have a human element in them. Street 
photographs (or candid photos, for that matter) often convey a message 
or tell a story through the single frame that has been captured. 
 
13. You Don’t Get Your Photos Critiqued: Getting feedback on your pho-
tos is a great way of improving your photography. It helps you get a fresh 
perspective on your photos and enables you to see the aspects that you 
overlook sometimes. You can request a photographer friend to look at 
your photos and provide you tips on getting better. Look for tips on im-
proving composition, framing, and exposure and then gradually move to 
advanced photography techniques, and post-processing. 
 
14. You Don’t Practice Enough: Practice makes perfect. No amount of 
learning will help you get great shots if you don’t put it to practice. And 
you’ll have to practice often. You may get lucky in your initial attempts and get a superb 
shot without much effort but to create amazing shots consistently, you will have to keep at 
it. There’s no shortcut: keep practicing and learn from your mistakes and get better at pho-

tography. Source: https://photzy.com/blog/14-practical-reasons-your-photos-are-not-quite-as-good-as-
you-want-them-to-be/?
utm_source=email&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_content=20191014&utm_campaign=emailnewsl
etter 
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Photo Opportunities 

Photo Contests 
Various Photo Contests 

(Many Different Topics) 

https://

eww.photocontestinsider.co

m/ 

and 

http://www.voubs.com 

and 

Rennen Photography 

2019 Contest https://

photocontestguru.com 

Great American Photo 

Contest Monthly Baby 

Photo 

www.greatamericanphoto

contest.com 
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https://

www.outdoorphotographer

.com/photo-contests/ 

http://

www.photocrowd.com 

and 

www.life-framer.com/ 

and 

https://

www.fanartreview.com/ 

November 2 – January 1 
Koziars Christmas Village 
Display, Bernville , http://
www.koziarschristmasvillage.co
m/ 

 
November 11 – January 1  
Hershey Sweet Lights 

http://www.hersheypark.com/info/
hours/sweet-lights.php 
 
November 15 – January 1 
(Select days) Christmas Can-
dylane, Hershey 
http://www.hersheypark.com/
explore-the-park/christmas.php 

 
Dec 7-8,14-15, 21-22 
Old Time Christmas Festival 
Jim Thorpe, PA 
www.jimthorpe.org 
 
 
 

 
December 5-29 (except 
12/24 and 12/25) 
Holiday Lights 
Gring’s Mill Recreation Ar-
ea, Wyomissing 
http://www.co.berks.pa.us/
Dept/Parks/Pages/
HolidayLights.aspx 
  
December 7 
Christmas at Cornwall 
House Tour 
http://
www.cornwallironfurnace.or
g 
  
December 7 
Landis Valley: Country 
Christmas Village 
www.landisvalleymuseum.o
rg 
 
 
 

 
  
December 8 
Candlelight House Tour 
www.historicharrisburg.com 
  
December 9-10 
Christmas at the Cloisters 
Ephrata Cloisters 
www.ephratacloister.org 
  
 

https://photocontestguru.com
https://photocontestguru.com
http://www.hersheypark.com/info/hours/sweet-lights.php
http://www.hersheypark.com/info/hours/sweet-lights.php
http://www.hersheypark.com/explore-the-park/christmas.php
http://www.hersheypark.com/explore-the-park/christmas.php
http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/Parks/Pages/HolidayLights.aspx
http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/Parks/Pages/HolidayLights.aspx
http://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/Parks/Pages/HolidayLights.aspx
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How to Remove Hotspots in Lightroom:  https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7mCfVxYx90&feature=youtu.be  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

White Balance:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=dDKKNEFM_a0&feature=youtu.be  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top 10 Lightroom Keyboard Shortcuts: 
https://onlinephotographytraining.com/2019/08/27/morgantis-top-10-lightroom-keyboard-shortcuts/  
 
 

Match Total Exposures: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8Xv0a672Po&feature=youtu.be  
 

3 Lightroom Tips: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oijVf4gy8a8&feature=youtu.be  

Photo Editing Feature of the Month-Lightroom Tricks and Tips 

Why Use a Light Meter: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VxQT6HifchM  
 
How to Use a Light Meter: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hd-zdgjeDE  
 
Top 5 Light Meters:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6wesWHotgY  
 
Are You Metering Correctly?:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgByvP55mL4  

Product of the Month-Why and How to Use a Light Meter 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7mCfVxYx90&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7mCfVxYx90&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDKKNEFM_a0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDKKNEFM_a0&feature=youtu.be
https://onlinephotographytraining.com/2019/08/27/morgantis-top-10-lightroom-keyboard-shortcuts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8Xv0a672Po&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oijVf4gy8a8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VxQT6HifchM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hd-zdgjeDE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6wesWHotgY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgByvP55mL4
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Apogee Photo Magazine 
For more information log on to 
http://www.apogeephoto.com/
photography_workshops.shtml 
 
Wildlife and Nature Travel  
www.wildlifeandnaturetravel.com  
 
Art Wolfe Photography Workshops  
www.artwolfeworkshops.com  
 
Don Smith Photography 
www.donsmithphotography.com 
 
Brenda Tharp 
www.brendatharp.com/ 
 
M&M Photo Tours  
http://www.mmphototours.com/ 
 
Arizona Highway Photo Workshops  
http://www.friendsofazhighways.com/ 
 
John Shaw 2-Day Nature & Digital Photography 
Seminar  
http://www.photosafaris.com/ 
 
Jack Graham Photography 
http://jackgrahamphoto.com/ 
 
Rocky Mountain Reflections 
www.rockymtnrefl.com/photographyworkshops.html 
 
Slonina Photography—Explore Wild America 
http://www.sphotography.com 

Darwin Wiggett Tours & Workshops 
http://oopoomoo.com/workshopsandtours/ 
 

Outdoor Photo Workshops 
http://www.outdoorphotoworkshops.com 
 
Photo Workshop Adventures 
www.photoworkshopadventures.com 
 
Michael Francis Photo Shoots 
www.michaelfrancisphoto.com 
 
Osprey Photo Workshops & Tours 
www.ospreyphoto.com 
 
Tom Dwyer Tours & Workshops 
www.tomdwyerphoto.com 
 
Horizon Photography Workshops 
www.horizonworkshops.com 

Below is a link of online pdf files from 

past monthly meeting presentations: 

 

http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/

program/LebanonCameraClub/  

http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/program/LebanonCameraClub/
http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/program/LebanonCameraClub/
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 2019 Officers  

President: Paul Hess 

rvdoc@comcast.net 

Vice President:: Ed Gundrum, 

ejgun@evenlink.com 

Secretary: Tammy Wolfe, 

lebanoncamera@gmail.com 

Treasurrer: Joni Bonus O’Ship 

mjoship@comcast.net  

Program: Keith Kotay 

keith@kotay.net 

Newsletter: Connie Fullenlove 

connief922@gmail.com 

Competition: Melodie Bechtel,  

bechs@verizon.net 

Community Affairs: Bill Sypher,   

sypher1@comcast.net 

 

 

Road will become Sandhill Road. 

Keep on Sandhill road until it 

branches to the left into Grace 

Avenue. Church is on the left 3/10 

of a mile from the split before you 

pass Youth for Christ and Fisher 

Bus.. 

The club is a member of the Pho-

tographic Society of American 

(PSA). 

Cancellation or last minute chang-

es of events will normally be sent 

to members via email and broad-

cast on radio station WLBR, AM 

1270. 

Only members may enter competi-

tions. Dues are $25 per year and 

include the newsletter and monthly 

meeting minutes. 

Digital Competition entries are due 

at least one day prior to the sched-

uled competition.  

Everyone is invited to attend 

our regular monthly meetings. 

Unless otherwise noted we 

meet the first Tuesday at 

6:30PM in St. Stephen’s 

Christian Fellowship Church, 

1100 Hunter Chase Lane, 

Lebanon PA. 

Directions: From Rt 72 N of 

Lebanon where N 12th St 

becomes Jonestown Road at 

the McDonalds, follow 

Jonestown Road north past 

the Turkey Hill. Jonestown 

Competition Committee will keep 

winning Print entries for the end of 

year competition unless the mem-

ber requests return of entries be-

fore then. In that case, the mem-

ber would be responsible for re-

submitting them for the end of year 

competition.  

Products and services of interest 

to photographers are presented as 

a service without review or en-

dorsement. 

Trademarks are the property of the 

respective companies. Graphics 

copyright © 2001-2004 Microsoft 

Corporation, the club, or as 

marked. 

Dates and times of events may 

change. Please check local list-

ings. 
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Meetings are the 

first Tuesday of 

each month! 

If you would like to do a program on anything 

digital related or know someone who would, 

please let us know. 

Or 

If you have something of interest for our mem-

bers, please email them to the Newsletter  

Editor, Connie at lebanoncamera@gmail.com. 

mailto:mjoship@comcast.net

