
SNAPSHOTS 

What is light painting? Light painting is an imaging technique that uses a mov-
ing light source to add light to an under-illuminated subject while taking a long-exposure 
photograph. A scene or object can be brought to life by painting with a beam of light. 
The light painting techniques involve opening your camera’s shutter. It has to be long 
enough for you to ‘paint’ in the dark with a light source. This can be a torch or lan-
tern, effectively painting with light inside the photo. 
 
Be sure not to confuse light painting with light graffiti, which 
is very similar. The main difference is that you’re using the 
light source as the subject. You’re not using it to paint light 
onto a dark scene. 

Tools 
• Camera – Any digital camera capable of manual set-
tings (Bulb). 

• Tripod – One of the most important tools to produce 
light paintings is a sturdy tripod. In most cases your shutter 
is going to be open for several minutes and it is 
very important that your camera does not move during the 
exposure. 

• Shutter release – Either use a cable release or a remote shutter release to begin 
your exposure. If you don’t have either of these, use your camera’s timer function 
to initiate the shot. To light paint, it is very important that you never touch your camera 
or tripod to prevent vibrations during the exposure. 

• Stop watch – A stop watch or some other way of timing your exposures is helpful, 
since most of these exposures are going to require your camera set to Bulb. 

• Light source – Many different types of lights can be used to do light painting. 
These light sources are your brushes and may include: flashlights, torch lights, lasers, 
glow sticks, flash or strobes, cell phones, or even candles. Just about anything that can 
produce light can be used as a brush to do light painting. Different light sources will pro-
duce different colors of light. For example, a LED light source will produce a cooler 
(blue) colored light, while a halogen source will produce a much warmer (orange) col-
ored light. 

• Color gels –  Color gels can be used over your lights to alter the tint of your light 
and add color to your painting. 

• Dark Location 
 

w w w . l e b a n o n c a m e r a c l u b . o r g  

Inside this issue: 

Current News 1 

Educational Series 1 

Photo Contests 4 

Photo Opportunities 4 

Photo Editing Feature  5 

Product of the Month 5 

Workshops and Tours 7 

Volume 39, Issue 1 

 

January, 2020 

Photography Educational Series—Light Painting 

Lebanon Camera Club 
News 

January Meeting: Tuesday, 1/7/20 6:30 pm 

Critique Night  

Digital Competition: Scenic 

2020 Assigned Sub-

jects: 

January-Scenic 

February-Light Painting 

March-Clocks 

April-Airplanes 

May-Food 

June-Cars 

https://expertphotography.com/light-graffiti/
https://digital-photography-school.com/is-your-tripod-sturdy-enough-lets-test-it/
https://digital-photography-school.com/11-accessories-long-exposure-photography/


 

“There are no 
rules for good 
photographs, 
there are only 
good 
photographs.” – 
Ansel Adams  
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Camera Settings 
•     Mode – Use the Manual mode setting, which allows you to set your shutter speed 
and aperture. 

• Image quality – Set your image quality to RAW, which allows you to capture as 
much information about your image as possible. (This is not a necessity if you are un-
comfortable with shooting RAW, but is a recommendation.) 

• White Balance –  If you are wanting to balance your lighting to the light source, 
choose either the Incandescent or Tungsten setting. However, sometimes experimenting 
with other white balance settings can produce some interesting light effects. Daylight 
white balance is a good starting point if you want to use the color tones of your light 
sources. Auto White Balance is not recommended. 

• ISO – Set to a low ISO, such as between 100 and 400. 

• F-stop or aperture – Stop down to f/5.6, f/8 or f/10, which allows you to get more 
depth of field and enables you to use a longer shutter speed. 

• Shutter speed – Set shutter speed to Bulb, so your actual shutter speed will be de-
termined by the amount of ambient light in the scene. 

• LCD brightness – Lower the brightness of your LCD 
preview, because the normal setting is too bright at 
night and will make your image look bright when it is really 
under-exposed. 

• Histogram – Use your histogram to help check your 
exposure. If the histogram charts heavily over to the left, 
your image is going to be mostly dark. 

• Blinkies – Turn on your blinkies (highlight warning) to 
help you determine if your highlights are exposed properly. It is perfectly acceptable for 
your brightest highlights to have the blinkies if the rest of your image is properly ex-
posed. 

• Image Stabilization – Set to Off. With your camera on a tripod, having image stabili-
zation turned on can actually fool your camera or lens and cause blurring in your image. 

• Long exposure noise reduction – Recommended setting is Off. This setting can 
be set to On, but will cause your exposures to double while the camera takes a second 
black exposure to help remove noise. If your camera is set to a low ISO, the noise level 
will be low enough in most cases to make this setting unnecessary. Still, it is a good idea 
to check your noise level before you start, and some older cameras may require this set-
ting to be On to get usable noise levels. 
 

Begin with Ambient Light 
The first step before beginning any light painting is to determine the ambient light in your 
scene. Determining base exposures can be time consuming when you are experiment-
ing with exposures that could be three to four minutes long. Here is a little trick that can 
help expedite this process. 

1. Set your ISO to six stops higher than the ISO you plan to use. Example, if you are 
planning to shoot at ISO 100, set your ISO to 6400. 

2. With your camera set at ISO 6400, experiment to find out how many seconds you 

will need to expose the ambient light of your scene. Every second of exposure at ISO 
6400 is equal to one minute at ISO 100. 
So now set your ISO back to 100 and prepare to begin your exposure in minutes instead 
of seconds. Many cameras lowest ISO is 200 so 6 stops higher would be 12800, and if 
you cameras lowest ISO is 50, six stops higher would be 3200. 
 Cont’d 

Light Painting cont’d. 

https://digital-photography-school.com/getting-off-auto-manual-aperture-and-shutter-priority-modes-explained/
https://digital-photography-school.com/demystifying-white-balance/
https://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-read-and-use-histograms/


Octo-
ber 7,  

Focusing 
Focusing your camera is an important step and in the dark it can sometimes be difficult to 
achieve. The simplest way to get your focus is to shine a light source to a spot in your sce-
ne that you have determined must be in focus. Using autofocus, place your focus point on 
the light and make sure your camera is focused on that point. Now change your camera 
from autofocus to manual and your focus will not change. But remember, if you move the 
camera you must turn your autofocus back and refocus. Back button focusing is another 
great way to achieve focus for light painting. 

The Exposure 
At this point, you have determined your exposure time and have your camera focused on 
your subject. It’s time to begin your exposure and start painting. Most cameras will allow 
you to set exposures of up to 30 seconds. For exposures over 30 seconds, set 
your shutter speed to Bulb. Use your cable release or remote to trigger your shutter open. 
Your shutter will remain open until you press the release again. Use your stop watch, or 
the timer on your phone, to time the exposure length. 

Painting Techniques 
• Paint from the sides – Don’t just stand behind your 
camera and wave your light around over your image. 
Painting flat surfaces from the side will allow you to bring 
out the textures of the surface. 

• Use lots of different angles – for instance, when 
painting the ground hold the beam low and pan the light 
over the ground. This will keep the ground 
from appearing flat and bring out all the details of the 
surface. Also, by adding light from many angles your 
resulting image will have an interesting three dimension-
al effect. 

• Don’t stand between the camera and your light source or you will show up as a 
silhouetted ghost in your image. 

• Wear dark non-reflecting clothing and keep moving. Again, you do not want to ap-
pear as a ghost in your image! 

• Don’t shine the light source back at the camera, or else you will create a bright 
spot in the image. 

• Use a flash light with a red filter when you need to check your camera to make ad-
justments. The red light will keep you from ruining your night vision. 

• Different surfaces are going to react to light differently. Wood surfaces may re-
quire more light than shiny surfaces such as metal or glass, as rougher surfaces absorb 
more light than smooth surfaces. 

• Keep your light moving. Move the beam in slow strokes to add light and make faster 
strokes in areas where less light is needed. 

• Paint in up-and-down or side-to-side strokes, just like one paints with real paint. 
You are more than likely not going to get the shot you want on the first try, and it 
may take multiple attempts to get an image that you are satisfied with. For this reason, try 
to keep track of how much light you add to each surface. Develop a plan so that you can 
make adjustments to each exposure until you get the image you have visualized. 

Be Creative 
These are a few basic tips to help you get started with light painting. There is so much 
more you can do with this medium. Be creative and fearless about trying new things. Once 
you start to get the hang of light painting, there is no limit to the images you can create 
with your camera in the dark and a few creative light sources.  

Click here for video tutorials of light painting techniques: https://lightpaintingbrushes.com/
pages/light-painting-tutorials  

Light Painting cont’d. 

“There are no 
bad pictures—
that’s just how 
your face looks 
sometimes” – 
Abraham Lincoln  
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https://lightpaintingbrushes.com/pages/light-painting-tutorials
https://lightpaintingbrushes.com/pages/light-painting-tutorials


 

Photo Opportunities 

Photo Contests 
Various Photo Contests (Many Different Topics) 

• https://eww.photocontestinsider.com/ 

• http://www.voubs.com 

• Www.viewbug.com/photo-contests 

• Www.photocrowd.com/photo-competition 

• https://mymodernmet.com/best-photographyj-contests/ 

• https://www.outdoorphotographer.com/photo-contests/ 

• http://www.photocrowd.com 

• www.life-framer.com/ 

• https://www.fanartreview.com 

• Rennen Photography 

2019 Contest 

https://

photocontest-

guru.com 

• Great American Pho-

to Contest Monthly 

Baby Photo 

www.greatamericanph

otocontest.com 
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January 1, Mummers Day 
Parade, Philadelphia 
https://
www.phlvisitorcenter.com/
Mummers  
 
January 4-11 
Pennsylvania Farm Show 
www.farmshow.state.pa.us 
 
January 23 – January 26 
PA Auto Show 
PA Farm Show Complex 
https://
www.autoshowharrisburg.co
m/ 
 
 

February 2-3 ??? 
Battle of the Bulge 
Fort Indiantown Gap 
Free Admission 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frozen Waterfalls at Rick-
etts Glenn and other state 
parks 

https://photocontestguru.com
https://photocontestguru.com
https://photocontestguru.com
https://www.phlvisitorcenter.com/Mummers
https://www.phlvisitorcenter.com/Mummers
https://www.phlvisitorcenter.com/Mummers
https://www.autoshowharrisburg.com/
https://www.autoshowharrisburg.com/
https://www.autoshowharrisburg.com/
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How to take Christmas tree photos: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B0G7sk61obs   and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DVpMe2zOsXw  

 
 
    How to edit Christmas tree photos: 
    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARgkUDy0dE8  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
How to edit photos with lights: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHpi79Xnl14  
 
 
 
 

 

Photo Editing Feature of the Month-How to photograph Christmas Lights 

Click on the link to explore the 10 best photo apps for iPhone and Android: https://
expertphotography.com/best-photo-editing-apps-smartphone/ 
 

Product of the Month-10 Best Photo Apps for iPhone and Android 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B0G7sk61obs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DVpMe2zOsXw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARgkUDy0dE8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHpi79Xnl14


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshops and Tours 
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Apogee Photo Magazine 
For more information log on to 
http://www.apogeephoto.com/
photography_workshops.shtml 
 
Wildlife and Nature Travel  
www.wildlifeandnaturetravel.com  
 
Art Wolfe Photography Workshops  
www.artwolfeworkshops.com  
 
Don Smith Photography 
www.donsmithphotography.com 
 
Brenda Tharp 
www.brendatharp.com/ 
 
M&M Photo Tours  
http://www.mmphototours.com/ 
 
Arizona Highway Photo Workshops  
http://www.friendsofazhighways.com/ 
 
John Shaw 2-Day Nature & Digital Photography 
Seminar  
http://www.photosafaris.com/ 
 
Jack Graham Photography 
http://jackgrahamphoto.com/ 
 
Rocky Mountain Reflections 
www.rockymtnrefl.com/photographyworkshops.html 
 
Slonina Photography—Explore Wild America 
http://www.sphotography.com 

Darwin Wiggett Tours & Workshops 
http://oopoomoo.com/workshopsandtours/ 
 

Outdoor Photo Workshops 
http://www.outdoorphotoworkshops.com 
 
Photo Workshop Adventures 
www.photoworkshopadventures.com 
 
Michael Francis Photo Shoots 
www.michaelfrancisphoto.com 
 
Osprey Photo Workshops & Tours 
www.ospreyphoto.com 
 
Tom Dwyer Tours & Workshops 
www.tomdwyerphoto.com 
 
Horizon Photography Workshops 
www.horizonworkshops.com 

Below is a link of online pdf files from 

past monthly meeting presentations: 

 

http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/

program/LebanonCameraClub/  

http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/program/LebanonCameraClub/
http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/program/LebanonCameraClub/
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 2019 Officers  

President: Paul Hess 

rvdoc@comcast.net 

Vice President:: Ed Gundrum, 

ejgun@evenlink.com 

Secretary: Tammy Wolfe, 

lebanoncamera@gmail.com 

Treasurrer: Joni Bonus O’Ship 

mjoship@comcast.net  

Program: Keith Kotay 

keith@kotay.net 

Newsletter: Connie Fullenlove 

connief922@gmail.com 

Competition: Melodie Bechtel,  

melodiebee@gmail.com 

Community Affairs: Bill Sypher,   

sypher1@comcast.net 

 

 

Road will become Sandhill Road. 

Keep on Sandhill road until it 

branches to the left into Grace 

Avenue. Church is on the left 3/10 

of a mile from the split before you 

pass Youth for Christ and Fisher 

Bus.. 

The club is a member of the Pho-

tographic Society of American 

(PSA). 

Cancellation or last minute chang-

es of events will normally be sent 

to members via email and broad-

cast on radio station WLBR, AM 

1270. 

Only members may enter competi-

tions. Dues are $25 per year and 

include the newsletter and monthly 

meeting minutes. 

Digital Competition entries are due 

at least one day prior to the sched-

uled competition.  

Everyone is invited to attend 

our regular monthly meetings. 

Unless otherwise noted we 

meet the first Tuesday at 

6:30PM in St. Stephen’s 

Christian Fellowship Church, 

1100 Hunter Chase Lane, 

Lebanon PA. 

Directions: From Rt 72 N of 

Lebanon where N 12th St 

becomes Jonestown Road at 

the McDonalds, follow 

Jonestown Road north past 

the Turkey Hill. Jonestown 

Competition Committee will keep 

winning Print entries for the end of 

year competition unless the mem-

ber requests return of entries be-

fore then. In that case, the mem-

ber would be responsible for re-

submitting them for the end of year 

competition.  

Products and services of interest 

to photographers are presented as 

a service without review or en-

dorsement. 

Trademarks are the property of the 

respective companies. Graphics 

copyright © 2001-2004 Microsoft 

Corporation, the club, or as 

marked. 

Dates and times of events may 

change. Please check local list-

ings. 
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Meetings are the 

first Tuesday of 

each month! 

If you would like to do a program on anything 

digital related or know someone who would, 

please let us know. 

Or 

If you have something of interest for our mem-

bers, please email them to the Newsletter  

Editor, Connie at lebanoncamera@gmail.com. 

mailto:mjoship@comcast.net

