
SNAPSHOTS 

There is just something magical about black and white photography. The time-
less beauty of the photos, the emotion that they bring, the different lighting con-
trasts that come to life. For the longest time, black and white film photography 
was the only medium available in photography. While color photography has 
also been around for a long time, it was 
not until the 1960s when color truly start-
ed to dominate the world, and it has 
been that way ever since. Some people 
might think that black and white photos 
are antiquated and have no use in the 
modern world. However, there is a rea-
son why black and white photography is 
still popular.  

Tip 1: Get Some Inspiration—Here is 
an obvious one that many people forget to do. If you want to be good with black 
and white photography, you must look at old black and white photos and mov-
ies for inspiration. Back when people were limited with their coloring, they had 
to create some fantastic shots to get people hooked. Look at some vintage 
films and photos for some ideas. You can look at contemporary photos in black 
and white as well. Old movies can be found online without many hoops to jump 
through, and old photos are just a Google search away. Find a photo or a mov-
ie shot that attracts your eye. Why does it draw your eye? The contrast? The 
texture? Find the reason why and take note.  

Tip 2: Emphasize the Contrast 

Since black and white photography is all 
about playing with only black, white, and 
shades in-between, always emphasize the 
contrast in the photos you take. When taking 
a photo, think about how it will look in black 
and white. A bright sky will look interesting 
when contrasted with a dark object. Having a 
silhouette of a person or object in front of a 
light background will create some stunning contrast.  
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Photography Educational Series—Black and White Photography 

Lebanon Camera Club 
News 

• March Meeting: Tuesday, 3/3/20 6:30 pm 

• Guest Speaker: Valerie Hoffman—Intro To Macro and Close-Up Photography  

• Hands on Macro Photography Workshop 

• No Digital Competition This Month 

2020 Assigned Sub-

jects: 

April-Airplanes 

May-Food 

June-Cars 



 

“In photography 
there is a reality 
so subtle that it 
becomes more 
real than 
reality.” 
– Alfred Stieglitz  
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Tip 3: Shoot in RAW and Look at Your 
Camera Options—RAW should be your go-
to format if you’re a professional photogra-
pher, but it’s especially important if you’re 
shooting in black and white. With RAW, you 
can be able to tweak the photo to the best of 
your ability and be able to change it back to 
color should the image not work in black and 
white.  

Your camera may have a black and white 
option as well, which can give you a good idea of what the photo will look like in 
black and white. If you are doing black and white flower photography and you 
want to understand the effect of light and the shape that is coming out, the black 
and white or monochrome option will help you better understand.  

Tip 4: Experiment With Exposure—With photography in general, you don’t 
want to stay on “normal” exposure forever; black and white portrait photography 
is a good area to experiment with exposure. 
Sometimes over or underexposing your pho-
tos can add some dramatic effects. This is 
especially important with black and white 
landscape photography. Also, look at the ex-
posure of natural lighting. Flat light, where 
there isn’t much exposure, can enhance your 
image by quite a bit. I recommend trying dif-
ferent levels of light.  

Tip 5: Black Makes White Pop - When 
shooting black and white, the darks can never 
be too dark in most cases. If you shoot some dark darks be it on your camera or 
editing them in post-production, you can be able to make the whites stick out 
more. In fact, the whites and the grays will pop even if they are weak.  

Making your photos pop is essential. You want your viewer to eye a subject that 
pops out, and then look at the rest of the photo for any other details they may 
have missed. Black and white photos are really good at popping, but you need to 
take some extra care.  

Tip 6: Look for Patterns—A good photo typically has some pattern to it. Some-
thing that makes the viewers’ eyes 
follow the pattern and look for more 
patterns. Patterns can be rocks on the 
ground, blades of grass, cars going 
from left to right, and any other re-
peating object, texture, or design. For 
example, capturing patterns in black 
and white street photography can 
make your images distinct and make 
the main subject really grab attention. 
Patterns work really well in black and 
white photography because there are 
no colors to distract you.  

Cont’d 

Black and White Photography cont’d. 



Octo-
ber 7,  

Tip 7: Experiment With Filters—Using filters, you can control the amount of light 
entering your camera. This can be a great asset to use in black and white land-
scape photography to make the picture a bit darker or add even more contrast. 
For example, put a polarizer on your camera and shoot a black and white land-
scape photo, the brights will become a bit darker, and this can contrast even bet-
ter. Partial filters on your camera can help out as well. If one corner of the frame is 
bright, try darkening it with a filter. Experiment with the filter on and without it.  

Tip 8: Use Software to Enhance Your Photos—With black and white photog-
raphy, you need to think about the post-production. Photoshop and Lightroom can 
definitely help make your black and white photos even better, but there are pro-
grams designed specifically for black and white photos. There is one program 
called Silver Effex Pro 2. This is a plugin for Photoshop and Lightroom that en-
hances your black and white photos. It streamlines your post-production photo-
graphic process and makes it much easier to make a good photo.  

Tip 9: It's about expressing emotions, not 
just removing colors.—There are some pho-
tos that you may think will look great in black 
and white because they lack color to begin 
with. A photo of a black and white checkered 
floor. A close-up of a zebra. A dark, gray sky. 
You may think that these photos will benefit 
from a black and white filter, but the truth is 
that great black and white photography is all 
about telling a story, highlighting a subject and 
expressing emotions, without the distraction of 
colors. It is not about shooting subjects that 
lack color to start with.  

Tip 10: Don’t be Afraid to Use Flash—Flash 
is a bit of a taboo when shooting natural photos, isn’t it? However, in black and 
white photography, a flash may be essential. See, flash creates varying shades of 
gray when you turn that photo into black and white. This allows for more contrast. 
You may not think much about it as you’re shooting, but in post-production, that 
flash can add some contrast to your photo by showing off all the varying shades of 
gray. Give it a try and see what you can come up with.  

Tip 11: Shoot In Black & White Mode—Many cameras have a monochromatic or 
black and white setting you can use to get a proper preview of what you’re shoot-
ing. Consider shooting in RAW mode to capture the best image quality. That way, 
none of the photograph’s information is compressed — and lost forever — as it is 
with JPEG. 

Tip 12: Train Your Eyes To See In Black & White—Once you train your eyes to 
see in black and white, your black and white photography will improve greatly. 
Look at your subject in terms of the qualities we explored above: shadows, pat-
terns, textures, and lines. This will make it easier for you to identify situations 
which are ripe for black and white photography. 

Tip 13: Embrace The Gray Days—Winter is a great time to take black and white 
images. With winter photography, particularly on an overcast day, there might not 
seem to be much difference from your original, color image. Gray skies, barren 
trees, and white snow covering the ground – you’re already 90% of the way to 
having a black and white photo! 

Sources: https://www.pixpa.com/blog/black-and-white-photography and https://
photographypro.com/black-and-white-photography/ 

Black and White Photography cont’d. 

“It’s one thing to 
make a picture 
of what a person 
looks like, it’s 
another thing to 
make a portrait 
of who they 
are.” 
– Paul Caponigro  
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https://www.pixpa.com/blog/black-and-white-photography
https://photographypro.com/black-and-white-photography/
https://photographypro.com/black-and-white-photography/


 

Photo Opportunities 

Photo Contests 
Various Photo Contests (Many Different Topics) 

• https://eww.photocontestinsider.com/ 

• http://www.voubs.com 

• Www.viewbug.com/photo-contests 

• Www.photocrowd.com/photo-competition 

• https://mymodernmet.com/best-photographyj-contests/ 

• https://www.outdoorphotographer.com/photo-contests/ 

• http://www.photocrowd.com 

• www.life-framer.com/ 

• https://www.fanartreview.com 

• Rennen Photography 

2020 Contest 

https://

photocontest-

guru.com 

• Great American Pho-

to Contest Monthly 

Baby Photo 

www.greatamericanph

otocontest.com 

Page 4 

Volume 39, Issue 3 

February 28 - March 8 
Philadelphia Flower Show 
Philadelphia Convention Center 
www.theflowershow.com 
 
March 7 
Ice and Fire Festival, Harrisburg 
http://harrisburgpa.gov/iceandfire/  
 
 

March 6 - March 8 
Morgantown Home and Garden 
Show 
https://showtechnology.com/sh
ows/sepa-home-and-garden-
show 
 
 
 

March 14 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Scranton  
https://stpatparade.com/  
 
March 19-22 
Lehigh Valley Auto Show 
https://glvada.org/  

https://photocontestguru.com
https://photocontestguru.com
https://photocontestguru.com
http://www.theflowershow.com
http://harrisburgpa.gov/iceandfire/
https://showtechnology.com/shows/sepa-home-and-garden-show
https://showtechnology.com/shows/sepa-home-and-garden-show
https://showtechnology.com/shows/sepa-home-and-garden-show
https://stpatparade.com/
https://glvada.org/
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9 tips for creating better black and white photographs:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=XPp6JGClOcE  

 

 

 

 

 

Photoshop—how to convert color photos to black and white: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=lykFo-R-0_o  

 

Lightroom—converting and editing color photos to black and white: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCoacQIodhU  

 

 

Photo Editing Feature of the Month-Black and White Photo Editing Tips 

Below are a few links to hopefully a new topic for some of you, Underwater Photography 

 

 

 

 

Product of the Month-Underwater Photography Equipment 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q92jY_qXDik  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMatt1VIrvo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bnDbT9QqO7k 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMatt1VIrvo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9B6jYksqR-4 
(half entertainment/half equipment) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPp6JGClOcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPp6JGClOcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lykFo-R-0_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lykFo-R-0_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCoacQIodhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCoacQIodhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q92jY_qXDik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQsC1Mg9_rg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bnDbT9QqO7k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMatt1VIrvo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9B6jYksqR-4


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshops and Tours 
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Apogee Photo Magazine 
For more information log on to 
http://www.apogeephoto.com/
photography_workshops.shtml 
 
Wildlife and Nature Travel  
www.wildlifeandnaturetravel.com  
 
Art Wolfe Photography Workshops  
www.artwolfeworkshops.com  
 
Don Smith Photography 
www.donsmithphotography.com 
 
Brenda Tharp 
www.brendatharp.com/ 
 
M&M Photo Tours  
http://www.mmphototours.com/ 
 
Arizona Highway Photo Workshops  
http://www.friendsofazhighways.com/ 
 
John Shaw 2-Day Nature & Digital Photography 
Seminar  
http://www.photosafaris.com/ 
 
Jack Graham Photography 
http://jackgrahamphoto.com/ 
 
Rocky Mountain Reflections 
www.rockymtnrefl.com/photographyworkshops.html 
 
Slonina Photography—Explore Wild America 
http://www.sphotography.com 

Darwin Wiggett Tours & Workshops 
http://oopoomoo.com/workshopsandtours/ 
 

Outdoor Photo Workshops 
http://www.outdoorphotoworkshops.com 
 
Photo Workshop Adventures 
www.photoworkshopadventures.com 
 
Michael Francis Photo Shoots 
www.michaelfrancisphoto.com 
 
Osprey Photo Workshops & Tours 
www.ospreyphoto.com 
 
Tom Dwyer Tours & Workshops 
www.tomdwyerphoto.com 
 
Horizon Photography Workshops 
www.horizonworkshops.com 

Below is a link of online pdf files from 

past monthly meeting presentations: 

 

http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/

program/LebanonCameraClub/  

http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/program/LebanonCameraClub/
http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/program/LebanonCameraClub/
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 2020 Officers  

President: Paul Hess 

rvdoc@comcast.net 

Vice President:: Ed Gundrum, 

ejgun@evenlink.com 

Secretary: Tammy Wolfe, 

lebanoncamera@gmail.com 

Treasurrer: Joni Bonus O’Ship 

mjoship@comcast.net  

Program: Keith Kotay 

keith@kotay.net 

Newsletter: Connie Fullenlove 

connief922@gmail.com 

Competition: Melodie Bechtel,  

melodiebee@gmail.com 

Community Affairs: Bill Sypher,   

sypher1@comcast.net 

 

 

Road will become Sandhill Road. 

Keep on Sandhill road until it 

branches to the left into Grace 

Avenue. Church is on the left 3/10 

of a mile from the split before you 

pass Youth for Christ and Fisher 

Bus.. 

The club is a member of the Pho-

tographic Society of American 

(PSA). 

Cancellation or last minute chang-

es of events will normally be sent 

to members via email and broad-

cast on radio station WLBR, AM 

1270. 

Only members may enter competi-

tions. Dues are $25 per year and 

include the newsletter and monthly 

meeting minutes. 

Digital Competition entries are due 

at least one day prior to the sched-

uled competition.  

Everyone is invited to attend 

our regular monthly meetings. 

Unless otherwise noted we 

meet the first Tuesday at 

6:30PM in St. Stephen’s 

Christian Fellowship Church, 

1100 Hunter Chase Lane, 

Lebanon PA. 

Directions: From Rt 72 N of 

Lebanon where N 12th St 

becomes Jonestown Road at 

the McDonalds, follow 

Jonestown Road north past 

the Turkey Hill. Jonestown 

Competition Committee will keep 

winning Print entries for the end of 

year competition unless the mem-

ber requests return of entries be-

fore then. In that case, the mem-

ber would be responsible for re-

submitting them for the end of year 

competition.  

Products and services of interest 

to photographers are presented as 

a service without review or en-

dorsement. 

Trademarks are the property of the 

respective companies. Graphics 

copyright © 2001-2004 Microsoft 

Corporation, the club, or as 

marked. 

Dates and times of events may 

change. Please check local list-

ings. 
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Meetings are the 

first Tuesday of 

each month! 

If you would like to do a program on anything 

digital related or know someone who would, 

please let us know. 

Or 

If you have something of interest for our mem-

bers, please email them to the Newsletter  

Editor, Connie at lebanoncamera@gmail.com. 

mailto:mjoship@comcast.net

