
SNAPSHOTS 

Whether you aspire to become a media videographer or just want to know how to shoot 
professional-looking videos, you need more than good equipment. Mastering several 
basic video tips will ease the frustration many videographers experience. Before long, 
the standard tricks will become so routine that you'll be able to concentrate on creativity 
and not just the basics. 

Plan Your Videos in Advance: Poor technique isn’t the only thing that can make a 
video look unprofessional. A lack of planning can also leave viewers underwhelmed 
with your finished product. By taking the time to plan your video thoroughly before you 
start production, you can ensure that the quality of your actual content is just as good 
as the quality of your footage.  

Every time you make a video, start by defining its purpose. Ask yourself what you want 
to achieve or communicate by making this video. In addition, define your target audi-
ence. How will you make your video speak to these viewers in particular? 

Avoid Shaky Footage: Shaky footage will make any professional video look like a 
home movie (and it can make your viewers feel seasick, to boot). It’s hard to hold a 
camera completely steady, so try not to hold your camera at all if you can help it. In-
stead, use a tripod, or set your camera on a sturdy surface. 

Once you’ve got your camera set up, try not to move it unless you have to. Panning 
around constantly detracts from the professional look of a video. Rather than moving 
the camera if you have to change perspective, it’s better to cut from one shot to anoth-
er. 

If your footage turns out shaky despite your best efforts, video stabilization software 
can help to fix it afterwards. Some cameras also have built-in stabilization that you can 
use while you’re filming. Slowing down your footage can also help to make shakiness 
less obvious.  

Produce Creative Shots: If you don't want your videos to look as though they came 
from a surveillance camera, you've got to learn to play with angles and perspective. 
Producing interesting videos involves learning creative shooting techniques. 

A beginner tends to shoot everything from the corner of a room or away from the ac-
tion. By putting yourself in the middle of what's happening, you will get images that 
aren't possible from a distance. Experiment with different angles by shooting above and 
below your subjects. 

Understand the Rule of Thirds: The rule of thirds is one of the most basic principles 
of film composition. 

Imagine that there’s a 3-by-3 grid laid over the field you’re filming. Instead of placing 
your subject right in the middle of the shot, you should place your subject along one of 
the lines of the grid. The points where the lines intersect are particularly strong areas of 
focus, so situate important elements of the video there, if you can. 
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Photography Educational Series—Videography 

Lebanon Camera Club 
News 

No April Meeting  - Everyone Stay Safe and Healthy! 
Online Digital Competition—Clocks— 

submit photos per usual procedure 

2020 Assigned Sub-

jects: 

Apr - Clocks 

May - Airplanes 

Jun - Food 

Sep - Cars 

Oct - Doors 

Nov - Pathways  

https://www.thebalancecareers.com/media-industry-jobs-you-can-get-without-a-degree-4023960


 

“Photography 
for me is not 
looking; it’s 
feeling. If you 
can’t feel what 
you’re looking 
at, then you’re 
never going to 
get others to feel 
anything when 
they look at your 
pictures.” – Don 
McCullin  
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Practice Widescreen Videos: With the prevalence of smartphone cameras, even home 
videos are trending toward widescreen formats, such as a 16 by 9 ratio. Think of how 
you can make this extra visual space work for you. 

You can capture much more content in a single shot, but remember that widescreen vid-
eo doesn't mean shooting all wide shots. Television is still an intimate medium. Close-
ups of faces will convey more emotion than a group shot of a crowd. 

Avoid Unnecessary Zooms and Pans: Picking up a camcorder for the first time has 
just about everyone wanting to hit the zoom button on every shot while panning across 
the horizon. The result can leave viewers seasick. 

If you're recording an action scene, let the motion that's happening naturally dominate 
your video. Stop yourself from adding random zooms and pans, which distract from the 
action. 

There are times to zoom or pan. At a sports event, professional videographers follow the 
action by following the ball. That's the motivation behind tilting the camera up when a 
baseball player hits a fly ball or panning during a double play. Let the action dictate the 
opportune—and infrequent—times to use these techniques. 

Shoot from a Variety of Angles: Cutting from one angle to another is a good (and sim-
ple) way to add visual interest to your professional videos. This is an especially useful 
technique if you’re making a how-to video, a product demo, or another type of video that 
shows you doing something rather than just talking.  

Shoot plenty of B-roll footage for each video so you have the option of using it later if you 
want to. When you change perspectives, shift by at least 45 degrees. Smaller shifts in 
perspective don’t really create the intended effect – they just look jarring to the viewer. 

Use Plenty of Light: Ignoring lighting when shooting indoors can make your videos look 
dark. That's why indoor video shoots require additional preparation. 

Adding lights is ideal. If that's not possible, check out the available lighting sources. If 
you're shooting video of people, get as much light in their faces as you can. But don't be 
fooled by overhead lights. While they may be bright, they only light the tops of people's 
heads, leaving their facial features shadowy. 

Lighting makes a huge difference in the quality of a finished professional video, so make 
it one of your top priorities during filming. If you don’t use enough properly-placed light, 
your video will probably look amateurish, even if it’s great in every other way. 

The sun is one of the best light sources for video. If you’re filming in natural light, do your 
best to get your footage in the morning or evening, when the light is softer. Midday light 
coming from straight overhead can cast harsh shadows on your subjects, while morning 
and evening light is more flattering. If you do have to film in the middle of the day, try to 
do so on a cloudy day, or find a shady area for softer light. 

If you’re filming indoors, you will need to be more intentional about the types of lights you 
use and where you place them. One thing to avoid is overhead lighting – it can cast un-
flattering shadows on your subjects’ faces. Windows are a good natural light source. You 
can also use a large lamp or two to cast the type of light you want. 

Before you set up your light sources, consider the effect you want to create in your fin-
ished video. Do you want your subject’s face entirely lit up (“soft” or “flat” light), or do you 
want some shadows (“hard” light)? 

Using lots of shadow looks dramatic, and it can be distracting in professional videos 
where drama isn’t the intended effect. Using little or no shadow creates a more open and 
straightforward vibe, which is usually better for business and marketing videos. 

 Cont’d 

Videography cont’d. 



Octo-
ber 7,  

If you want to use flat light in your video, balance two light sources on either side of the 
camera. You can place them either behind the camera or just in front of it. Here’s one ex-
ample from Wistia of how you can achieve this setup. 

Besides a standard 3-light setup—one directly on the subject, plus a backlight and a fill 
light—experiment to get dramatic effects. Turn out all the lights in a room and use only 
your equipment to highlight what you want. 

Prioritize Crisp, Clear Audio: Your audio quality is actually more important than your pro-
fessional video quality. Most people are willing to watch a video that’s not shot in HD or 
that’s even a little grainy, as long as everything else about it is good. But fuzzy, indistinct 
audio is usually enough to make anybody hit the “back” button within a few seconds of 
starting to play a video. 

Because audio matters so much, a good microphone is the first piece of equipment you 
should invest in. Get the best one you can afford. For $100 to $200, you can get a micro-
phone that performs well and will last a long time.  

Capture clear audio by putting your microphone as close to the subject as possible. You 
might want to use a pop filter to eliminate blips and crackles on the finished recording. Be 
aware of any background noise that your microphone might be picking up, too. 

It’s easy to tune out things like traffic, birds, and even the noise of the wind, but all of these 
sounds will be very obvious on your recording. 

Use a Clean Background: Be deliberate about the background you use for filming. Noth-
ing looks less professional than a messy or distracting background.  One easy way to get 
a professional look for your video is to use a solid-colored background. A wall, a bedsheet, 
or a large sheet of backdrop paper are all good options. Make sure your subject stands 
several feet away from the backdrop to avoid casting shadows on it. 

Be careful not to film with a window or another reflective surface in the background of your 
shot. You could inadvertently catch the camera in the reflection. Besides that, having a 
light source like a window behind your subject can make the subject look dark and shad-
owy. 

Add a Green Screen for Special Effects: Using a chromakey green screen gives you a 
world of options. These are the same tools TV stations use to present the weather.  

You can shoot a person remembering her high school graduation while video of the gradu-
ation plays behind her. It's an easy way to combine two video sources into one shot. 

Compose Creative Interviews: At some point, you'll want to shoot video of a person talk-
ing into the camera. It could be a sit-down news interview or just a conversation with a per-
son on the street.  

Consider the background. If you're talking to someone about traffic in their neighborhood, 
show cars in the distance. If you're interviewing a father about the day his child was born, 
put him in a cozy setting, like near a fireplace. 

Then decide how tight you want to shoot the interview. There is the standard head-and-
shoulders look, but you may want to interview a farmer on his tractor with much of the trac-
tor in the shot. A highly emotional interview should be shot tight so that you can see into 
the person's eyes. 

Becoming a great videographer isn't too difficult, but it does take a lot of time and practice. 
Learning these essential techniques will go a long way toward establishing you in your 
video career. 

Sources: https://www.thebalancecareers.com/tips-shoot-professional-videographer-
2315393 https://wave.video/blog/12-simple-tips-for-making-your-videos-look-more-
professional/ 

Videography cont’d. 

“Don’t pack up 
your camera 
until you’ve left 
the location.” – 
Joe McNally  
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Photo Opportunities  -  

(These Events are Most Likely Cancelled) 

Photo Contests 
Various Photo Contests (Many Different Topics) 

• https://eww.photocontestinsider.com/ 

• http://www.voubs.com 

• Www.viewbug.com/photo-contests 

• Www.photocrowd.com/photo-competition 

• https://www.outdoorphotographer.com/photo-contests/ 

• http://www.photocrowd.com 

• www.life-framer.com/ 

• https://www.fanartreview.com 

 

Landscape and Nature Forum Photography Challenge—monthly 

theme and critique: https://www.facebook.com/groups/

creativeraw/?

utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=

March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%

20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest  

• Rennen Photography 

2020 Contest 

https://

photocontest-

guru.com 

• Great American Pho-

to Contest Monthly 

Baby Photo 

www.greatamericanph

otocontest.com 
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Harrisburg Kennel Club Dog 

Show 

Farm Show Complex, Harris-

burg 

www.hkc.org 

 

April 4-5 

Cherry Blossom Festival, 

Philadelphia 

http://japanphilly.org/programs/

festivals/subaru-cherry-blossom

-festival/  

April 18 

Kite Flying Festival 

Markets at Shrewsbury 

https://

www.marketsatshrewsbury.

com/event/kite-festival/ 

 

April 17 

Spring Snapshots 

Hawk Mountain – Visitors 

Center 

http://

www.hawkmountain.org/ 

April 24 

Cruise Night 

Markets at Shrewsbury 

https://

www.marketsatshrewsbury.com/

events/cruise-night/ 

 

Weekly Photography Challenge: 

• https://www.facebook.com/

groups/198621684701949/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativeraw/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=March%20Photo%20Challenge%3A%20Color%20in%20Nature&utm_campaign=Facebook%20Group%20Contest
https://photocontestguru.com
https://photocontestguru.com
https://photocontestguru.com
http://japanphilly.org/programs/festivals/subaru-cherry-blossom-festival/
http://japanphilly.org/programs/festivals/subaru-cherry-blossom-festival/
http://japanphilly.org/programs/festivals/subaru-cherry-blossom-festival/
https://www.marketsatshrewsbury.com/event/kite-festival/
https://www.marketsatshrewsbury.com/event/kite-festival/
https://www.marketsatshrewsbury.com/event/kite-festival/
https://www.marketsatshrewsbury.com/events/cruise-night/
https://www.marketsatshrewsbury.com/events/cruise-night/
https://www.marketsatshrewsbury.com/events/cruise-night/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/198621684701949/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/198621684701949/
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Good video editing software can help you turn your raw footage into something great. Keep your editing simple. 
A simple, clean editing style generally looks most professional. A few things you should be sure to do during the 
editing stage include: 

• Use noise cancelling to clean up any background noise 
• Adjusting the lighting if needed 
• Cut out awkward pauses and silences 
• Add background music and transitions 
• If you cut from one scene to another in your professional video, make the jump when there’s motion in 

both segments. This is smoother and more natural than jumping from one scene where nothing is happen-
ing to another. 
 

Video Editing Software: 
• Lightroom:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEjEhiOz4-g&feature=youtu.be  
• Wave.video 
• Camtasia  
• iMovie 
• Final Cut Pro X 
• Adobe Premier Pro. 
• Shotcut 

Photo Editing Feature of the Month-Editing Videos 

There are many videocameras—best is a matter of personal preference and type of use. 
 
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/best-video-cameras/  
Best video camera overall: Blackmagic PCC4K 
Best 4K camcorder: Sony AX700 
Best video camera for YouTube: Sony A6600 
Best video camera for travel: Sony RX100 VII 
Best full-frame video camera: Sigma Fp 
Best mirrorless camera for video: Fujifilm X-T4 
Best DSLR for video: Nikon D780 
Best action camera: GoPro Hero8 Black 
 
https://justcreative.com/2019/09/04/best-video-cameras/  
Panasonic 4K Camcorder  
Panasonic Lumix GH5  
Sony RX100 VII  
Canon Vixia HF R800 
GoPro Hero7 Black  
Nikon Coolpix P1000 
Sony HD Handycam  
Canon EOS 5D Mark IV  
AKASO EK7000  
Panasonic Lumix DC-S1  

Product of the Month-Videocameras 

• Movavi 
• Adobe Premiere Rush 
• Kinemaster 
• Corel Videostudio 
• Filmora9 
• InVideo 

• Blender 
• Lightworks 
• DaVinci Resolve 

• Openshot 

• Avidemux 

• HitFilm Express 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEjEhiOz4-g&feature=youtu.be
https://www.animatron.com/wave
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/best-video-cameras/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/best-video-cameras/#blackmagic_pcc4k
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/best-video-cameras/#sonyax700
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/best-video-cameras/#bestyoutube
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/best-video-cameras/#besttravel
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/best-video-cameras/#bestfullframe
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/best-video-cameras/#bestmirrorless
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/best-video-cameras/#bestdslr
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/best-video-cameras/#bestaction
https://justcreative.com/2019/09/04/best-video-cameras/
https://amzn.to/2kcTCtA
https://amzn.to/2knA2uC
https://amzn.to/2katgZb
https://amzn.to/2km7kdx
https://amzn.to/2lTdJgL
https://amzn.to/2lUsOPb
https://amzn.to/2lTmZS6
https://amzn.to/2lVhp1B
https://amzn.to/2kne8aQ
https://amzn.to/2kneMFi
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Apogee Photo Magazine 
For more information log on to 
http://www.apogeephoto.com/
photography_workshops.shtml 
 
Wildlife and Nature Travel  
www.wildlifeandnaturetravel.com  
 
Art Wolfe Photography Workshops  
www.artwolfeworkshops.com  
 
Don Smith Photography 
www.donsmithphotography.com 
 
Brenda Tharp 
www.brendatharp.com/ 
 
M&M Photo Tours  
http://www.mmphototours.com/ 
 
Arizona Highway Photo Workshops  
http://www.friendsofazhighways.com/ 
 
John Shaw 2-Day Nature & Digital Photography 
Seminar  
http://www.photosafaris.com/ 
 
Jack Graham Photography 
http://jackgrahamphoto.com/ 
 
Rocky Mountain Reflections 
www.rockymtnrefl.com/photographyworkshops.html 
 
Slonina Photography—Explore Wild America 
http://www.sphotography.com 

Darwin Wiggett Tours & Workshops 
http://oopoomoo.com/workshopsandtours/ 
 

Outdoor Photo Workshops 
http://www.outdoorphotoworkshops.com 
 
Photo Workshop Adventures 
www.photoworkshopadventures.com 
 
Michael Francis Photo Shoots 
www.michaelfrancisphoto.com 
 
Osprey Photo Workshops & Tours 
www.ospreyphoto.com 
 
Tom Dwyer Tours & Workshops 
www.tomdwyerphoto.com 
 
Horizon Photography Workshops 
www.horizonworkshops.com 

Below is a link of online pdf files from 

past monthly meeting presentations: 

 

http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/

program/LebanonCameraClub/  

http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/program/LebanonCameraClub/
http://www.bellallum.kotay.net/public/program/LebanonCameraClub/
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 2020 Officers  

President: Paul Hess 

rvdoc@comcast.net 

Vice President:: Ed Gundrum, 

ejgun@evenlink.com 

Secretary: Tammy Wolfe, 

lebanoncamera@gmail.com 

Treasurrer: Joni Bonus O’Ship 

mjoship@comcast.net  

Program: Keith Kotay 

keith@kotay.net 

Newsletter: Connie Fullenlove 

connief922@gmail.com 

Competition: Melodie Bechtel,  

melodiebee@gmail.com 

Community Affairs: Bill Sypher,   

sypher1@comcast.net 

 

 

Road will become Sandhill Road. 

Keep on Sandhill road until it 

branches to the left into Grace 

Avenue. Church is on the left 3/10 

of a mile from the split before you 

pass Youth for Christ and Fisher 

Bus.. 

The club is a member of the Pho-

tographic Society of American 

(PSA). 

Cancellation or last minute chang-

es of events will normally be sent 

to members via email and broad-

cast on radio station WLBR, AM 

1270. 

Only members may enter competi-

tions. Dues are $25 per year and 

include the newsletter and monthly 

meeting minutes. 

Digital Competition entries are due 

at least one day prior to the sched-

uled competition.  

Everyone is invited to attend 

our regular monthly meetings. 

Unless otherwise noted we 

meet the first Tuesday at 

6:30PM in St. Stephen’s 

Christian Fellowship Church, 

1100 Hunter Chase Lane, 

Lebanon PA. 

Directions: From Rt 72 N of 

Lebanon where N 12th St 

becomes Jonestown Road at 

the McDonalds, follow 

Jonestown Road north past 

the Turkey Hill. Jonestown 

Competition Committee will keep 

winning Print entries for the end of 

year competition unless the mem-

ber requests return of entries be-

fore then. In that case, the mem-

ber would be responsible for re-

submitting them for the end of year 

competition.  

Products and services of interest 

to photographers are presented as 

a service without review or en-

dorsement. 

Trademarks are the property of the 

respective companies. Graphics 

copyright © 2001-2004 Microsoft 

Corporation, the club, or as 

marked. 

Dates and times of events may 

change. Please check local list-

ings. 

w w w . l e b a n o n c a m e r a c l u b . o r g  

Meetings are the 

first Tuesday of 

each month! 

If you would like to do a program on anything 

digital related or know someone who would, 

please let us know. 

Or 

If you have something of interest for our mem-

bers, please email them to the Newsletter  

Editor, Connie at lebanoncamera@gmail.com. 

mailto:mjoship@comcast.net

