
SNAPSHOTS 

You’re bundled up under appropriate layers, complete with warm, waterproof 

boots, fingerless mittens, and disposable hand warmers for added comfort. 

Spare batteries are tucked under layers, close to your body, to keep them 

warm in an attempt to prolong their life outside. Spare lens cloths for fogged 

lenses and an airtight plastic bag for condensation purposes ride in your bag. 

Now, how does one capture the perfect shot in the snow? Here are a few tips 

to help you catch the untouched landscape, the serene snowfall in the city, or 

the epic snow fight your kids have on their highly anticipated day off from 

school. 

Many photographers prefer a sharp, high-performance prime lens on a daily 

basis but, if you don’t want to be limited to just one focal length, you want to 

avoid the risk of condensation being trapped inside your camera body when 

changing your lenses outdoors. A zoom lens will give you a range of focal 

lengths without compromising your gear. While you’re at it, make sure a UV or 

clear filter is in place to protect that front element of your lens from moisture. 

Grab your lens hood before you head outside, to avoid lens flare, as a result of 

the highly reflective, freshly 

fallen snow. In addition, a po-

larizer can help minimize or 

remove the glare on snow- 

and ice-covered surfaces in 

frigid temperatures. 

A polarizing filter can also be 

used to darken a bright, 

cloudless sky, or aid in ramping 

up the saturation. 

 

 

Protect Your Camera 

Once your camera is out, keep the lens cap on when not in use to prevent 

snowflakes from landing, and possibly melting, on the front element of your lens. 

If your lens does become fogged or smudged, avoid blowing warm air onto it, 

to inhibit the possibility of a thin layer of ice coating it. Rely on your microfiber 

News 

February Meeting: Tuesday, 2/5/19 6:30 pm 

Mini-Program: "Lens Testing: Is Your Lens Decentered?"  Decentering is one of the most 
common issues when buying a lens. A lens is decentered when one or more of the lens elements is 
not aligned properly. This program will present techniques for testing whether your lenses are de-
centered, allowing you to return the lens for replacement or send it to the manufacturer for repair.  
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Photography Educational Series—How to take Pictures in Snow 

2019 Assigned Subjects 

1. Shadows  

2. Flowers  

3. Bugs  

4. Cars  

5. Round Things  

6. Blue Hour  

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1195952-REG/fox_river_9366_6120_m_four_layer_ragg_wool_glomitt.html
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1197514-REG/grabber_hwes3_hand_warmers_single_use.html
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/browse/Standard-Filters/ci/132/N/4026728359
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/browse/Standard-Filters/ci/132/N/4026728359
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/Lens-Hoods/ci/2226/N/4291079060
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/Polarizer/ci/115/N/4026728357
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/547261-REG/Pearstone_MFCC77G_Microfiber_Cleaning_Cloth.html


 

“If your 
pictures 

aren’t good 
enough, 

you’re not 
close 

enough”—
 Robert 
Capa 
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lens cloths and don’t be afraid to pack extras. Holding your breath when bring-

ing your camera up to your face to take a picture could prevent fogging on your 

LCD screen and viewfinder, as well. If temperatures aren’t quite cold enough 

and the snow is more wet than it is dry, consider some rain gear. While some 

cameras are fairly weather resistant, even a plastic bag and a rubber band with 

the opening of the bag positioned around the front of the lens barrel can be a 

fast alternative in sudden and severe inclement weather. Rain covers specifically 

designed for a DSLR with an attached lens like this Ruggard Rain Cover feature 

drawstring closures and a completely see-through approach to operating your 

camera in rain or snow. 

Shoot in the Raw 

Shoot in raw format. Capturing the correct exposure and color temperature 

when your scene is overwhelmed by reflective, white snow can be tricky. Setting 

your recording format to raw allows you to safely adjust your settings without be-

ing limited, the way you would be otherwise, with a JPEG. 

 

No Gray on a Sunny Day 

Consider overexposing to compensate for your camera’s metering system, which 

is standardized for middle gray. While this standardization is generally perfect for 

the diverse range of scenes you encounter and photograph, a bright, snowy day 

is one of the few exceptions. Matrix metering, combined with shooting in aper-

ture-priority mode, is a reliable way to overcome your camera reading the range 

of light in your snow scene at an average 18% gray. If you’re not as confident 

shooting in aperture priority, take advantage of your exposure-compensation 

dial. Adding one-third or two-thirds exposure compensation lets more light into 

your scene, preventing muddied gray exposures, and ensuring the snow stays 

white in your photos. 

 

 

Use the Histogram 

Rely on your histogram readout instead 

of your LCD screen for an accurate 

reading of the scene. Just as it can be 

difficult for your camera to read and 

measure for the scene correctly, it can 

be difficult for you to judge an image 

on a small LCD screen under a bright 

sun or in the middle of a highly reflec-

tive, snow-covered landscape.  

 

 

Keep Your Balance 

Finding the correct white balance while photographing snow can be tricky. 

More often than not, snow reads on the blue side of the color spectrum. If you 

don’t plan on adjusting your white balance and prefer to get everything 

right in-camera, use the “flash” setting. It is intended to compensate for Cont’d 

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/547261-REG/Pearstone_MFCC77G_Microfiber_Cleaning_Cloth.html
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/891383-REG/ruggard_rc_p18_18_plastic_rain_cover.html


Octo-
ber 7,  

bluish flash lighting, and can warm up your snow-filled image. However, if you try 

to resolve all of the blue, your snow could suddenly have a yellow cast to it, which 

is obviously not ideal. A slight blue cast with neutral highlights results in a balanced 

image. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay Composed 

Finally, the composition of snowy scenery works best when vast white areas are 

brought to life by contrast and, at times, a brightly colored scarf, sled, or taxi cab. 

If there isn’t a bright color that you want to capture, consider shooting in black-

and-white for a more pristine image. Think ahead of time about where you’re 

walking and make sure your footprints won’t be in the frame. If snow is falling while 

you’re outside photographing, 

and you find the snowfall distract-

ing, set up a tripod and slow your 

shutter speed down to erase the 

falling snowflakes from your sce-

ne. On the contrary, utilize a fast 

shutter speed to stop the action, 

highlighting the snowfall over your 

scene. Try not to waste time, as 

winter lighting tends to change 

quickly; chances are you won’t 

have as much time to capture 

multiple images with the same 

light as you think you will! 

 

Preserve Your Memories 

Once you’re satisfied with your images, or the cold has gotten the best of you, 

pop your memory card out of your camera and zip up your camera in a zip-top 

bag or—for added protection, an Overboard Waterproof Dry Tube Bag before 

heading indoors. This way, any condensation that forms upon entering a warm in-

terior can form on the outside of your zip-top or dry bag instead of directly on (and 

sometimes in) your camera body and lens. 

Hopefully your time shooting in the snow was enjoyable and yielded successful im-

ages, inspiring warm thoughts of cold weather!  

Source: https://www.bhphotovideo.com/explora/photography/tips-and-

solutions/7-tips-taking-photographs-snow 

Snow cont’d. 

“The best 
thing about a 
picture is it 

never 
changes, only 
the people in 

it do”—
 Andy 

Warhol 

Page 3 

Volume 38, Issue 2 

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/703602-REG/OverBoard_OB1001Y_Waterproof_Dry_Tube_Bag.html/prm/alsVwDtl
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/explora/photography/tips-and-solutions/7-tips-taking-photographs-snow
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/explora/photography/tips-and-solutions/7-tips-taking-photographs-snow


February 15 and March 1 
Eagle Watch 
https://www.mcconservation.
org/calendar.html  

February 15 and 16 
Fire & Ice Festival 
http://lititzfireandice.com/  

February 15 - 17 
Clarks Summit Festival 
of Ice 
http://www.theabingtons
.org/index.php?id=6  

Photo Opportunities 

Photo Contests 

Various Photo Contests 
(Many Different Topics) 
https://
eww.photocontestinsider.co
m/ 
and 

http://www.voubs.com 

and 

Rennen Photography 
2019 Contest https://
photocontestguru.com 

Great American Photo 
Contest Monthly Baby 
Photo 
www.greatamericanphoto
contest.com 
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February 1 – 28 
Hershey Chocolate-Covered Febru-
ary 
http://www.hersheypa.com/things-
to-do/seasonal-events/chocolate-
covered-february.php 

http://
www.photocrowd.com 

and 

www.life-framer.com/ 

and 

https://
www.fanartreview.com/ 

https://www.mcconservation.org/calendar.html
https://www.mcconservation.org/calendar.html
http://lititzfireandice.com/
http://www.theabingtons.org/index.php?id=6
http://www.theabingtons.org/index.php?id=6
https://photocontestguru.com
https://photocontestguru.com
http://www.hersheypa.com/things-to-do/seasonal-events/chocolate-covered-february.php
http://www.hersheypa.com/things-to-do/seasonal-events/chocolate-covered-february.php
http://www.hersheypa.com/things-to-do/seasonal-events/chocolate-covered-february.php
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You can clean up the image 
using the eraser and the 
history brush. 

STEP 5 

In the history pallette, click 
next to the image before 
the extract state. Select the 
history brush. 

STEP 6 

Select a 
small 
brush  size 
and “paint” 
back the 
image.Now 
you can 
place the 
image  on-
to any 
background you wish. 

Source: https://
photoshopcafe.com/tutorials/
cutout/cutout.htm 

STEP 1 
Open your image, and double 
click on the “background” name 
in your layers pallette. This will 

turn it into a lay-
er.      

STEP 2 
Open the extract 
tool: Image> Ex-
tract or Option/
Alt+ Cmd/Ctrl+X 

STEP 3 

1. Take the marker tool 
and trace around the image you 
want to extract. Keep the mark-
er 1/2 way on the image and 1/2 
on the background. For solid 

areas use a small brush, for 
softer areas like the loose 
hair, use a larger brush. Tip: 
to adjust the brush size use 
the [ and ] keys.  
2. Now take the bucket tool 
and fill the area you want to 
keep.Click OK. 

STEP 4 
There will be a few areas that 
have been accidently deleted. 

Photo Editing Feature of the Month—Remove Background (Photoshop) 

1. Peak Design Everyday Messenger 13 V2 
2. Gitzo Adventury 30L 
3. Manfrotto Advanced Camera and Lap 
4. LowePro Streetline SL 140 
5. ONA The Camps Bay 
6. Wandrd Hexad Access Duffel (45L) 
7. Peli 1510 Protector Case 
8. Case Logic Kontrast KDH101 DSLR  
9. Manfrotto Holster XS Plus 
10. LowePro Tahoe BP 150 
 
 
Click here to check out the specifics for each bag! 

New Product of the Month—Best Camera Bags of 2019 

https://photoshopcafe.com/tutorials/cutout/cutout.htm
https://photoshopcafe.com/tutorials/cutout/cutout.htm
https://photoshopcafe.com/tutorials/cutout/cutout.htm
https://photoshopcafe.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/pen-tools.gif
https://www.techradar.com/news/best-camera-bags
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Apogee Photo Magazine 
For more information log on to 
http://www.apogeephoto.com/
photography_workshops.shtml 
 
Wildlife and Nature Travel  
www.wildlifeandnaturetravel.com  
 
Art Wolfe Photography Workshops  
www.artwolfeworkshops.com  
 
Don Smith Photography 
www.donsmithphotography.com 
 
Brenda Tharp 
www.brendatharp.com/ 
 
M&M Photo Tours  
http://www.mmphototours.com/ 
 
Arizona Highway Photo Workshops  
http://www.friendsofazhighways.com/ 
 
John Shaw 2-Day Nature & Digital Photography 
Seminar  
http://www.photosafaris.com/ 
 
Jack Graham Photography 
http://jackgrahamphoto.com/ 
 
Rocky Mountain Reflections 
www.rockymtnrefl.com/photographyworkshops.html 
 
Slonina Photography—Explore Wild America 
http://www.sphotography.com 

Darwin Wiggett Tours & Workshops 
http://oopoomoo.com/workshopsandtours/ 
 

Outdoor Photo Workshops 
http://www.outdoorphotoworkshops.com 
 
Photo Workshop Adventures 
www.photoworkshopadventures.com 
 
Michael Francis Photo Shoots 
www.michaelfrancisphoto.com 
 
Osprey Photo Workshops & Tours 
www.ospreyphoto.com 
 
Tom Dwyer Tours & Workshops 
www.tomdwyerphoto.com 
 
Horizon Photography Workshops 
www.horizonworkshops.com 
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 2019 Officers  

President: Paul Hess 

rvdoc@comcast.net 

Vice President:: Ed Gundrum, 

ejgun@evenlink.com 

Secretary: Tammy Wolfe, 

lebanoncamera@gmail.com 

Treasurrer: Joni Bonus O’Ship 

mjoship@comcast.net  

Program: Keith Kotay 

keith@kotay.net 

Newsletter: Connie Fullenlove 

connief922@gmail.com 

Competition: Melodie Bechtel,  

bechs@verizon.net 

Community Affairs: Bill Sypher,   

sypher1@comcast.net 

  

 

Road will become Sandhill Road. 

Keep on Sandhill road until it 

branches to the left into Grace 

Avenue. Church is on the left 3/10 

of a mile from the split before you 

pass Youth for Christ and Fisher 

Bus.. 

The club is a member of the Pho-

tographic Society of American 

(PSA). 

Cancellation or last minute chang-

es of events will normally be sent 

to members via email and broad-

cast on radio station WLBR, AM 

1270. 

Only members may enter competi-

tions. Dues are $25 per year and 

include the newsletter and monthly 

meeting minutes. 

Digital Competition entries are due 

at least one day prior to the sched-

uled competition.  

Everyone is invited to attend 

our regular monthly meetings. 

Unless otherwise noted we 

meet the first Tuesday at 

6:30PM in St. Stephen’s 

Christian Fellowship Church, 

1100 Hunter Chase Lane, 

Lebanon PA. 

Directions: From Rt 72 N of 

Lebanon where N 12th St 

becomes Jonestown Road at 

the McDonalds, follow 

Jonestown Road north past 

the Turkey Hill. Jonestown 

Competition Committee will keep 

winning Print entries for the end of 

year competition unless the mem-

ber requests return of entries be-

fore then. In that case, the mem-

ber would be responsible for re-

submitting them for the end of year 

competition.  

Products and services of interest 

to photographers are presented as 

a service without review or en-

dorsement. 

Trademarks are the property of the 

respective companies. Graphics 

copyright © 2001-2004 Microsoft 

Corporation, the club, or as 

marked. 

Dates and times of events may 

change. Please check local list-

ings. 

http://lebanoncameraclub.awardspace.biz 

Meetings are the 

first Tuesday of 

each month! 

If you would like to do a program on anything 

digital related or know someone who would, 

please let us know. 

Or 

If you have something of interest for our mem-

bers, please email them to the Newsletter  

Editor, Connie at lebanoncamera@gmail.com. 

mailto:mjoship@comcast.net

